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"With this ceremony today - and ceremonies like it
across our country - we affirm another truth: Our
American journey, our success, would simply not be
possible without the generations of immigrants who
have come to our shores from every corner of the
globe. We say it so often, we sometimes forget what
it means - we are a nation of immigrants. Unless
you are one of the first Americans, a Native
American, we are all descended from folks who
came from someplace else -- whether they arrived
on the Mayflower or on a slave ship, whether they
came through Ellis Island or crossed the Rio
Grande.

Immigrants signed their names to our Declaration
and helped win our independence. Immigrants
helped lay the railroads and build our cities,
calloused hand by calloused hand. Immigrants
took up arms to preserve our union, to defeat
fascism, and to win a Cold War. Immigrants and
their descendants helped pioneer new industries
and fuel our Information Age, from Google to the
iPhone. So the story of immigrants in America isn’t
a story of "them," it’s a story of "us." It’s who we
are. And now, all of you get to write the next
chapter." Read full remarks also See July 4 photo

Gallery
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Remarks by Consul General Daniel Rubinstein at the Consulate's
2012 Independence Day Reception

‘A

"This will be my last Independence Day celebration as Consul General in Jerusalem. Diplomats
come and go, but the bonds they represent last much longer. I am honored to have worked even
briefly with you in this important relationship, as I know the U.S. Government’s engagement here
began long before me. In 1844, when Warder Cresson was appointed as the first U.S. Consul to
Jerusalem, America was still an experiment. The United States was less than 70 years old. And,
while I doubt that any of the signers of our Declaration of Independence or drafters of our
Constitution were still living in 1844, I cannot help but believe that they would have been proud of
America’s increased commitment to this part of the world - to the people of the Holy Land, be they
Christians, Jews, or Muslims

During the three years in which I have been honored to serve as the United States’ representative
here, I have witnessed America’s relationship and friendship with our many Palestinian, Israeli
and international partners bear great fruit in this place, improving humanitarian conditions and
infrastructure, enriching cultural programs, empowering political and economic projects, and
strengthening the institutions of a future independent Palestinian state living side by side in peace
and security with Israel...."
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Remarks by Consul General Rubinstein at the Max Rayne Hand
in Hand School for Bilingual Education in Jerusalem

Graduates, you are the future. As President Obama recently said at a college commencement in the United States,
“Never underestimate the power of your example.” He was speaking to graduates of a women’s college, but I believe
that his words should resonate with you as well. There will be people who tell you that coexistence is not feasible. I
think they are wrong, but you know they are wrong. I urge you to remember your experience at Hand in Hand School,
the friends you made and the bonds that will stay with you for the rest of your life. By being the best you can be, and
setting a positive example for those around you, others will have no other choice than to see each of you as the strong,
independent, confident, and respectable people you are.

Your education has been based around a model of mutual respect, but you have gained so much more. Because your
education has been bilingual, you have a step up on other graduates when you head to college or into the work force.
Because you have worked in and with another culture, you are more adaptable and because your parents, teachers, and
administrators have supported you throughout all of this, you are ready to take your next step into the future. But
before you do, graduates, I hope you have thanked your parents for this golden opportunity.
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Text: Hebrew

Audio: Hebrew

Audio: Arabic

Text: Hebrew- Arabic (As delivered)
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The U.S. Constitution: A Blueprint for Democracy

The U.S. Constitution is the blueprint for American democracy. It establishes the rights of U.S.
citizens, as well as the rights and authorities of the individual states and the powers of the federal
government. The U.S. Constitution also outlines the relationships among the three branches of the
federal government and stipulates that the president must report to Congress on the state of the
U.S. union. More than any other document, it has guided the law and political culture of the United
States. As the oldest national constitution in continuous use, the U.S. Constitution has influenced
the thinking of leaders of many countries as they framed their own national laws and political
institutions.

The U.S. Constitution has been translated into many languages, from Latin to Vietnamese. The
Federal Judicial Center, an agency of the federal government, provides online access to 17
translated versions of the U.S. Constitution. A sampling of the many translated versions of the U.S.
Constitution is shown below.
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U.S. Constitution in languages other than English:

Arabic (PDF, 606KB)
Hebrew (PDF, 125KB)
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Highlights

The Role of Social Media in Diplomacy

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Digital Strategy in the Bureau of Public Affairs, Victoria Esser:
“Governments are designed to be responsive to people, and social media is giving citizens around the world a
more direct voice in policy conversations and more timeliness from governments around the world.”

Resolution on the Promotion, Protection, and Enjoyment of Human
Rights on the Internet

Secretary Clinton: “Today, the UN Human Rights Council adopted by consensus a resolution with the
message that there can be no division or double standard regarding human rights online. The landmark
resolution makes clear that all individuals are entitled to the same human rights and fundamental freedoms
online as they are offline, and all governments must protect those rights regardless of the medium... The
United States was proud to work with the main sponsor, Sweden, and over 80 co-sponsors, including Brazil,
Turkey, Nigeria, and Tunisia, to help pass this resolution. We will continue to stand with our partners to
address challenges to online freedom, and to ensure that human rights are protected in the public square of
the 21st century.”

U.S. Department of State's Middle East Partnership Initiative's
oth Student Leaders Exchange Program

Students from 18 countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) as well as the Palestinian
Territories arrived in Washington D.C. on June 26 to participate in the U.S. Department of State’s Middle
East Partnership Initiative’s (MEPI) gth Student Leaders Exchange Program. These 120 civic-minded
undergraduate students will participate in an intensive, six-week exchange program to enhance their
leadership skills, expand their understanding of American civil society and democratic processes, and
explore ways to enhance democratic participation in their home countries.

All students will attend an orientation session in Washington, D.C. before traveling to one of six host
universities: Benedictine University (Illinois), the University of Delaware, Georgetown University
(Washington, D.C.), Montana State University, Portland State University (Oregon), and Roger Williams
University (Rhode Island). They will return to Washington, D.C. on August 5 for closing sessions.

Since 2004, nearly 1,100 undergraduate students from throughout the MENA region have participated in the
MEPT’s Student Leaders Exchange Program. Many have gone on to support their communities through
volunteerism and civic activism.

For additional information on MEPI: mepi.state.gov or facebook.com/usmepi.
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STUDY IN THE U.S.
EXCHANGES.STATE.GOV

The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem Announces the 2013 Fulbright Foreign
Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program

- The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem and the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
(ECA) are pleased to announce the Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) Program for FY 2013.

The Fulbright FLTA Program is a nine-month non-degree program that provides young teachers of English an
opportunity to refine their teaching skills, increase their English language proficiency, and extend their knowledge of the
society and culture of the United States. FLTAs work as teaching assistants for their native language (Arabic) to U.S.
students, thus strengthening foreign language instruction at U.S. colleges and universities. Fulbright FLTA participants
also interact with their host communities in conversation groups, extracurricular activities, and community outreach
projects. Fulbright FLTA participants must return to their home countries upon completion of the program.

Deadline: July 30, 2012.

The U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem Announces The 2013-2014 Humphrey
Program

The Hubert H. Humphrey Fellowship Program is a Fulbright program that brings accomplished young and mid-career
professionals with demonstrated leadership potential to the United States for a year of non-degree graduate-level study,
leadership development, and professional enrichment. Fellows come from countries in various stages of development or
transition. By providing future leaders and policy makers with experience in U.S. society, culture, and professional fields,
the program provides a basis for lasting, productive ties between Americans and their professional counterparts overseas.
The 2013-2014 Recruitment Guidelines, which may be downloaded from http://posts.humphreyfellowship.org
Jerusalem and West Bank Applicants: Email CV to Exchanges@state.gov and copy SirianiMY @state.gov; call 02-622-
7107 for more information

Gaza Applicants: Email CV to Essam Mattar (emattar@palnet.com); call 08-286-4623 or 059-967-7317 for more
information.

Application Deadline and inquiries:

Please submit application to http://posts.humphreyfellowship.org/ and send us a copy of your CV by September 21,
2012.

Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows

Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellows maintain full-time residence at the International Forum for Democratic Studies,
NED’s research arm located in Washington, D.C. Dedicated to international exchange, the program offers a collegial
environment for fellows to reflect on their experiences and consider lessons learned; conduct research and writing;
develop contacts and exchange ideas with counterparts in Washington, D.C.; and build ties that contribute to the
development of a global network of democracy advocates.

The Reagan-Fascell program will host two five-month fellowship sessions in 2013—2014: Fall 2013 Session: October 1,
2013 to February 28, 2014
Spring 2014 Session: March 1 to July 31, 2014

For information about the application process, please read through each of the sections listed in the Table of
Contents on the right, paying particular attention to the sections under About Us and Submitting Your

Application.

Once you have familiarized yourself with this information, you may proceed to our Online Application System, where
you will be asked to register and set up a profile in order to begin your fellowship application.
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International and Regional News
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Ambassador Rice on the Libyan Elections

U.S. Envoy Donahoe on the Protection of
Human Rights on the Internet
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